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showed signs of running candidates of its own, he broke out into
active protests. Asquith, who through all had remained on friendly Age
terms with him, saw the danger, and now did his utmost to avert it.
Speaking at St. Leonards on 14th March he said : " He would have
nothing to do with any aggressive movement against his fellow
Liberals, he would have nothing to do with any attempt to destroy
or weaken the general organisation of the party, He would have
nothing to do with any organisation, if such there be, which was
intended to promote and to foment personal rivalries and ambitions.
He would have nothing to do with any organisation which required
him, or anybody else on entering its portals to abandon any single
Liberal principle." Lord Rosebery, in the meantime, had declared
the League to be a purely defensive organisation to prevent has
friends from being " drummed out of the Liberal Party/' arid said
it would be a fatal mistake for them to leave the Liberal Associations
with which they were connected. (Glasgow, 10th March.) With
this, Campbell-Bannerman professed himself content, and the
Liberal League conformed to his definition of a licit and recognised
Association. It cannot be said that he loved it or ceased to suspect
the operations of some of its members, but he was willing (officially)
to turn the blind eye to it. To apply the ecclesiastical language
which for some curious reason had got attached to this controversy,
it was now tacitly agreed that, though the head of the sect, Lord
Rosebery, might be definitely separated from the mother church
(or Tabernacle) his followers remained in communion with it. The
League in fact quite usefully performed the function which Asquith
assigned to it of keeping within the party Liberals who declined
Campbell-Bannennan's lead on the South African question, and was
careful to avoid clashes with the official organisation.
Campbell-Bannerman always distinguished between Asquith and
other members of the Liberal League. He had the pleasant little
habit of applying the term " master " to men whom he suspected
of being up to mischief. It was " Master Haldane," and even
" Master Grey," but it was never " Master Asquith." The two men
had an instinctive understanding of each other and a fundamental
simplicity in common which enabled them ** not to differ except ia
opinion." Asquith thoroughly appreciated the little whimsicalities
and idiosyncrasies of O.-B/s character, a%d always took the straight
road in his dealings^with him. To the end of his life C.-B. spoke
glowingly of Asquith's loyalty, and made no exception or qualifica-
tion for the years in which they differed about the South African
war.   It must have been known to him that in the year 1898
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